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Introduction
This bibliography is designed for librarians who may have to answer questions about international copyright laws or who may need the information themselves.  The sources are divided into two groups: 1.  Basic  2.  Advanced.  The basic sources are for people who may not be familiar with copyright law or terminology in the least.  The advanced sources are for those who are somewhat familiar with copyright fair use law and are searching for specific international information.  The sources weigh a bit heavier on the electronic side because Internet sites update so much more quickly than print information, which is very important in the area of copyright law because the tapestry is always changing. The perspective of the author, who is an English-speaking American, further limits the bibliography.

Basic sources
Carroll, Terry.  (1994)  Frequently Asked Questions About Copyright: International aspects.  [online source]  Last visited December 13, 1999.  Available at ftp://ftp.aimnet.com/pub/users/carroll/law/copyright/faq/part4
This Internet site is devoted to providing answers to copyright questions in layman’s terms.  It is one of a six-part series on answering copyright questions.  Even though the document is dated 1994, it is still extremely useful because the treaty which it describes was signed in 1971 and is the most current.  Carroll does provide an addendum for changes made since he wrote the FAQ.  The main drawback of this resource is the lack of intrinsic authority of the author.  However, this is addressed in the page’s opening disclaimer.

Jacobs, J.A. (1997)  “Copyright Basics.”  Association Management.  V.49 (Sept. 97)  p. 99-100.
This article is a very fast and simple guide to the terms used in any discussion of copyright law.  It is perfect for the absolute novice.  The language is very straightforward, and several of the major issues are touched upon.  Furthermore, the author provides a bit of guidance as to which issues are up for debate more often than others. The author begins his discussion with a brief discussion of what is covered by copyright law, expands into some of the special topics related to intellectual property rights, and finishes with some observations about how electronic advances are creating new and complex areas for the evolution of copyright law.

Sinofsky, E.R.  (1999).  "Reference on the Web: Copyright."  Booklist, v95, 1880-1.  
This bibliography of sources provides some pointers for beginning researchers in this area as to what information is available via the Internet.  Booklist is a long trusted publication in library circles, thus adding some authority to the sites mentioned within this article.  Brief descriptions of the sites are included, which will help the researcher know what to expect from each source.  URL’s are provided for easy access to the pages.  While the focus here is clearly American copyright law, for the English-speaking person, this is a natural way to begin a discussion of international sources.

U.S. Copyright Home Office Page.  [online source]  Last visited December 3, 1999.  Available at http://lcweb.loc.gov/copyright/.
This is the official site for the United States Copyright Office.  It contains all the information currently available on standing laws, but offers no interpretation as to their meanings.  However, there is an extensive FAQ on the basics of copyright that helps to define many of the terms used within the page and on other sites dealing with copyright information.  Additionally, the site does have a PDF document on international copyright and an archive of WIPO documents.  This site would make a good starting point for copyright research.  

World Intellectual Property Organization Official Page.  [online source]  Last visited December 3, 1999.  Available at  http://www.wipo.org/
This page is the official archive site for WIPO.  It is available in three languages: English, French, and Spanish.  The organization is highly involved in creating an international standard for protecting intellectual property of all kinds, including electronic material on the Internet.  The site contains much information about the group’s activities with full online documents available as well as hard copy materials that can be ordered.  The documents are clearly labeled for format (Word, PDF, etc.) via a small icon.  Information is especially easy to find at this site thanks to a search engine.  The frames are very user friendly, and the site has a fast run time for downloading the information.

Advanced Sources
Coalition for Networked Information.  “Berne Convention Implementation Act of 1988” [online source]  Last visited December 11, 1999.  Available at http://www.cni.org/docs/infopols/US.Berne.Convention.html
This document is for the advanced researcher who is well-versed in the legal language of copyright law.  It explains the US’s position on international copyright law as outlined by the Berne Convention last revised in 1971.  Basically, this document is an amendment to Title 17 of the US Code, which covers intellectual property rights within this country.  This is a formal declaration of how the US will honor this international treaty.

Digital Millennium Copyright Act  [online source]  Last visited December 22, 1999.  Available at: ftp://ftp.aimnet.com/pub/users/carroll/law/copyright/h2281enr.txt
This page is the full text of H.R. 2281 which describes how the US will continue to adhere to existing treaties with regards to electronic data and the existence of the Internet as a means of transmitting information.  This lengthy document, which was enacted in 1998, is definitely for the advanced researcher who is well-used to reading legal proceedings.  Beginners may wish to start with the US Summary of the document available at: ftp://ftp.aimnet.com/pub/users/carroll/law/copyright/dmca-summ.pdf

Individual international pages [online sources]  Last visited December, 1999.  Available as noted for each source.
These pages are the individual copyright pages for several nations.  They are useful because they are primary sources of information and provide the most official picture of each country’s perspective on intellectual property law.
Australia: http://www.copyright.org.au/ [Very up to date site includes current information on 1999 legislation directed at Internet usage.]
Brazil: http://www.newmarc.com.br/indexe.htm [Not an official site.  This law firm does, however, provide some information on current Brazilian copyright law.  Available in Portuguese and English]
Canada:  http://cipo.gc.ca/ [Frequently updated and fairly complete discussion of Canadian copyright law.  Site is in both English and French]
France: http://www.inpi.fr/ [Site is in French only]
South Africa: http://www.spoor.co.za/  [Not an official site.  However this law firm provides much information about copyright from the South African perspective, particularly in regards to electronic copyright]
UK:  http://www.hmso.gov.uk/copyhome.htm  [This site is in conjunction with the Copyright Leasing agency (http://www.cla.co.uk) whose site was down for the duration of this review.  Her Majesty’s site does offer fairly complete and up to date information.

Intellectual Property World [online source]  Last visited December 28, 1999.  Available at: http://216.3.116.71/IPW/
This site offers both free and subscription based services.  Free features include a link to international intellectual property news bytes.  While the subscription based services were not available for review, the content of the rest of the site suggests that they would be an asset to any research facility with recurring questions about international copyright, trademark, and property law issues.

International Federation of Library Associations and Institutions [online source]  Last visited December 27, 1999.  Available at:  http://www.ifla.org
This page is somewhat useful for providing an international perspective on the flow of information.  The best way to ferret out the resources here pertaining to copyright law is to use the search engine, as the site map provides almost no evidence of copyright information other than how to contact some committee members assigned to the topic.  However, a simple search on the word “copyright” yields 2030 results, many of which were directly addressing international concerns.  This is considered an advanced resource not for the level of complexity of the information found here, but for the amount of research it takes to find the information at the site.

Newby, T.G.  “What’s Fair Here is Not Fair Everywhere: Does the American fair use doctrine violate international copyright law?”  Stanford Law Review, 51, no. 6 (Jul 1999): p. 1633-1663
The reviewer was unable to obtain more than an abstract for this source.  However, this would seem to be a very direct article that addresses the question of the American perspective versus the international perspective on fair use.  The article was also reference in several other sources found during research, which suggests that it is very thorough and well-researched.  The article discusses the inclusion of Trade Related Aspects of Intellectual Property (TRIPS) in the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trades (GATT).



